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effion of the Firft-Born, as well as the Species of Government, further De- 
ies Rules is The Short Method with the Deifts. nd fhew'd 


a 


HE . Numd, 57 





; Confirm’d by the Hiftory 2vd Authority of the Holy Scriptures. 
: t he Right of the Me eatin Eftblifbed by God at the Beginning. Shew'd in the 


Inftance of Cain and Abel. 
4. i wih in the Primo-Geniture 


from Adam to Noah. 
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From sSaturdap Auguft the 25th, 


to Saturday September the rft. 1705. 





time, ALafter, the Right 
of the Primogeniture tO 
fucceed in the Goverument, from the Law of Na- 
ture, that is the Common Confent of Mankind from 
the Beginning. Which muft be either the Law of 

Nature; or fuch an Univer fal Tr adition,as Defcend- 

ed all the way from Adam, through all his Po- 

frerities. For how, Otherwife, cou’d they All 
have Agreed, far Diftant Nations, that had 
no knowlege of, or Correfpondence with one 

Another, in one and the felf fame Notion, it 

it was not either the Diétate of Nature, or 

fuch an Univerfal Tradition ? 

This, if 1 miftake not, is the fame fort of 
Argument, which is in a little fnall Book you 
once gave mé, Aaffer, Call’d, A Short and Eafy 
Method with the Deifts.Which is fitted to a Plain 
Country- Man’s Capacity, that he cana tell it over 
upon his Fingers. For Example, Adafer, give 
me leave, and I will Apply it to the Subjed? 
we are upon. 

The frft of his Four AZarks is, That the Sub- 
ject Matter be fome Fact of which our Onward 
Senfes can Fudge. Now, there is nothing more 
fo than Government, and the Succeffion of it, in 
any Country: Witnefs our own. Pér there is 
no Man, Woman, or Child of Ten Years Old, 
but muft know whether they Live under a 
King, or a Common-Wealth And whether the 
King’s Eldeft Son do’s Succeed, or not ? 

The Second Mark is, That fuch Faé be Publick, 
in the Eyes of the World,and notDone ina Corner. 

Thig Agrees Super: Eminently to Government, 
which in its Natsre mult be Publick. And the 
Succeffion as Publick. | 

The third Mark is, That Aa&s and Adonu- 
ments Remain of it. 

Now, though this be Needlefs as to Govern- 
ment, which Always Remains a Monument of it 
felf; yet there are Many other fuch és and 
Monuments. As the Deeds of Every Man’s 
Effate. Every Bond and Publick Writing, bear- 
ing Date fuch a Year of fuch a Reign. Every 
Attion at Law, every Affizes and Seffions. Every 
time we go to Church, where the King, Queen, 
or Commen Wealth is Prayd for. Belides the 
Oaths Requir’d. And our Daily Converfation, 
where it is Lypoffible to Mifs.it. 

And as Notorious it is, Whether a Monarchy 
be Elettive or Hereditary? Or if Hereditary, whe- 
ther it is the Rule or Cuftomin our own Coun- 
try, for the £ldeft Son to Succeed ? We call him 
Prince of Wales in England, during his Father's 
Life. Who knows not, That Char. I. Succeed- 
ed as Eldeft Son tofam.1. And Char. Il. as Ele 
deji Son to Char. 1. And Fam. Il. as Brother and 


1. Country-man. Y« fhew’d me lat 


Conteft ef York and Lancafter, Both pretended 
to be Next in Bloed to the Crown. Therefore, 
Both yielded That to be the Rule. And this 
Exception do’s Affirm the Rale. 

And where more. open Jnvafions have been 
made, and the Rule it felf Broke through 5 
yet this was never Done, but it was known; 
PUBLICKLY and NOTORIOUSLY Known. As 
in the Ojarpation of Oliver, &c. So that this 
too was an Affirmation of the Rule, becaule we 
fay it was a Breach of it. Which cou’d not be 
Broken, if there had been No fuch Rule. 

The fourth and Laff Mark in the Methed with 
the Deifts, is, That fuch Aas and Monuments 
fhou’d Commence from the Tyme that fuch Faéts 
were faid to be Done. 

And for this, What I have faid to the third 
Mark Clears it. For befides that Government is 
a Standing Adonument of it felf; there can be 
no Government wherein there are not Man 

other 4é#s (fome of which I have before Nam’d; 
that muft be Ce-Eval with it, as being Infepara= 
ble fromit. As Infeparable as Light from the 
Sun, And this not only as to Government in the 
General, but. as to the Species or Kind of it 5 
And likewife as to the Rule of Succeffion, 

Now, Adafter, if thefe four Marks are Infale 
lible, as that Author fays (And he has not yet 
been Difprov’d, that | have heard of) where 
they All meet, in any Particular Fait; How 
much more, in a thing of fuch Publick and 
Notorieus Nature as Government, And the Suc- 
ceffion of it. 

From thefe Reafons I have Concluded with 
iny felf, ppon the Foundation you have Given 
me; That fince Hereditary Monarchy, and the 
Succeffioxn of the Eldeft Son was the Way of the 
whole Earth, from Aaam to the.firt Exception 
of the Grecian Common-Wealths, (Aud ftill Con- 
tinues in the far Greateft Part of the World to 
this Day) That it was the Inftitution of God. 
Befides the Argument from Nature, of which 
you have fpoke. And that ic Utterly Deftroys 
the Notion of an Independent State of Nature. 
And this Argument I take to be Infalible. 


( 2) But ftill AZafer, I muft not Forget what 
you Promis’d me laft time, to fhew me how the 
Holy Scriptures do Agree with all this. For 
that will be a Mighty Confirmation. 

Rehearf. That the Succefion of the Eldeft Son 
to the Throne was the Rule in the Kingdom of 
Judah is {o Obvious, that it wou’d be in vain 
to give particular Jnftances, , 
This Rule was Broke fometimes, by the fpe- 
cial Command of God himfelf. Who is Mafter 
of bis own Rules but We are not. He is not 





Heir to Char. Il. He having no Lawful Son? 


Ty’d to thofe Rules, to which He Tyes Us. Thus 


And though there have been feveral Invafi- he gave the Crown to Solomon even before he 
ons made upon this Heredisary Rule of Succefi- was Born. 1. Chr. XXIb g- 10. And Solenmn 


on, in the Hiffories ot England, yet you have | 
Taught me in your. Laft, co Reckon thefe a- | 
Mong the Exceptions from the General Rule. And | 
they Appeat to be Exceptions, becaufe in the 


own’d the Right of Adoniah by Natere and the 
Rule of Scoala when he faid, I. King 2- 22. 
Ask for him the Kingdom allo; for he..is mine on 
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in his ftead. 


This Rite was likewife Broke in te Rebellion 
of the Ten Tribes from the Hou/e of David, who 
after that, fec up a kind of Elective Kingdom. 
But of thefe God fays, Hof, viii. 4. They have 
fet up Kings, but not by me, they have made Princes, 


and I knew it not. 


But to fhew, That the Right and Pre-Emi- 
nence of the Primogeniture was a General and 
Receiv'd Notion, God expreffes his High Favour 
to David, in that former, faying, P/al. LXXXIX. 
27. I will make bim my Firft-Born, Higher than 


the Kings of the Earth. 


And long before that, Jacob exprefs’d the 
Dignity of the Firff Born, with a Kea/on even 
from Nature, Gen. XLLX. 3. Reuben, thou art 
my Firft-Born, my Might, and the Beginning of my 
Strength: The Excellency of Dignity, and the 


Excellency of Power. 


This is. purfuant to what his Father J/aac had 
faid to him, when heBleffed him, as his Firft-Born, 
Gen. XXVII. 29. Be Lord over thy Brethren, and 
het thy Mothers Sons bow down to thee. And when 
he Confirm’d the Blefing of Birth-Right to him, 
which be then faw, being a Prophet, that God 
had Transferr’d t6 Jacob, he faid to E/au, now 
in the Perfon of the Younger, ver. 37.1 have 
made him thy Lord, and all bis Brethren, have I 

sven to him for Servants. Here is the Succeffion 
of the Elde/t into the full Power and Authority 
After whofe Death, he ftood as 
Father to the Reft of his Brethren, who thence- 


of the Father. 


forward, became his Subjects and his Servants. 


. Let me Add to this, that Chri? is call’d our 
Elder Brother Rom. VIll.. 29. The Firft Fruits 
of them thatSlept 1 Cor. XV. 20. and the Firff Bee 
gotten of the Dead; Rev. 1. 5. And all this, to 
Exprefs His High Authority over us. In the 
Netion we mult fuppofe then Cyrrant in the 
World. And which had obtain’d long Betore, 
as I have fhew’d. And the Church Trinmphart 
is call’d the Charch of the Firft Born. Heb. XII. 
23. Still Magnifying the Dignity of the Fir/t- Born. 

Countryem, 1 had not indeed Confider’d this 
And it feems Plain tome, That 
this muft be the Notion of the moft Early Times. 
And from what has been faid before, I can 
have no Doubt but that this fame Rule and 
Dominion of the Primo-Geniture had Defcend- 


fo narrowly. 


ed to them, ail the way Down from Adam. 


For if it had not beenthe Rule Fix’d and De- 


termin’d by Adam, it wou’d have been fo great 


an Innovation, and an Ufurpatier upon the Rights 


and Liberities of all others, That whenever it 
came Firf? to be fet up, in any after Age it muft 
have met with Great Oppofition. And cou’d ne- 
ver have been Tamely fubmitted to. More than 
if the French King (for Example ) fhou’d now 
fet up for Univerfal Monarchy, Or any other 
Pretend to it bya New and Unheard of Title. 

Nor coud fuch a thing be brought to pafs 
in a Day. Or Stolen in upon the World, in a 
Private Manner, without any Bodies Knowing it, 
or taking any Notice of it. All Aiffories mult 
be tullot it. Such a wonderful Revolution mutt 
have been the Subjedt of every Pen. But fince 
nothing of this Appears, and we find the Primo- 
Geniture in 9 and Peaceable Poffefion all along, 
even in the £arli¢ times, we cannot but con- 
clude, that it was igen the Beginning. 


: ¢ 3.) But yet, AZsfter,.if we coud find any 
thing of this Notion to have been in the very 


as? ;¥t 
Wer Brother. But for the Ordinary Rule of Suc 
ceffion, it is Particularly Remarked, 2 Chron. 
22. 1. 'Dhat the Foungeft, was made ‘King, be- 
catifell the Eldeff were Slain. And'2 King. 
3.27-, His Eldeft Son, that {how'd have Reigned 
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a 
Pee. 


Days of Adam. 
bthe Blind, . a: ‘ 
Rehearf. We fihd it even ih thofe Days. For 
thus God Expoftulatts with Cain. Gen. IV, 9, 
Why art thon Wroth, &c. If thou do’ft well, hal 
thou not be Accepted ? And if thou doft_ not well, 
( or as other Travflations Read it, Though thoy 
do’ft not well) Sin lieth at the Door, And umy 
thee ( or as others Read it. Notwithftanding unto 
thee’) fhall be his Defire, and thon fhalt Rule ove 
him. Our Margin Reads it, Then fhalt have the 
Excellency, and be fhall be Subject unto thee. Thefe 
are the fanie words, which I have before Quo. 
ted, wherein God Eftablifhes the Domimon of 
“Adam over Eve. Gen. 3. 16. And here the Do. 
minion of Cain over Abel is Eftablifaed in as 
Full and Ample a Manner.” Which cou’d be 
upon no Account but that of the Primo-Genj. 
ture. For Abel was more Belov’d of God. And 
God gives this as a Reafon to Cain why he ought 
not to be Wrorh, becaufe God had Rejected ij 
Sacrifice, and Accepted that of Abel. For that 
if he did Well, he thou’d be Accepted as well as 
Abel. But though he did not Wed, and that 
Sin lay at his Door ; yet thatdid not take away 
his Right of Primo-Genitnre, and the Confe. 
quent Right of Dominion, which he fhou’d haye 
over Abe/, when he Succeeded to his Father, in 
the Supreme FATHERLY Authority, not only 
over his own Children, but over his Brethren 
even all the Children of Adam, For that No. 
tion Was not yet Born, that Dominion is Found. 
edin Grace. And this Right of the lrimo-Genjn 
tureis not here Mention’d as then Founded or 
Granted by God to Cain, if we may fo fuppofe, to 
Pacifie him for his Sin, and Abel’s Righteou|nefs 
woud be a ftrange Reafon for God's giving 
him the Dominion over Abel: But this ot the: 
Primo-Geniture is {poke of as a thing then Kzown, 
and Ejipblifhed, and as fuch, Urg’d to Cain, to 
fhew the Un-Reafonablene/s of his Difcontent, 
when the Sacceffion into the full Power and Ay. 
thority of “his Father, was Settl’d on him, and 
not on Abel. So that by this we mutt Suppofe, 
thac the Right of the Primo-Geniture was Efta- 
blifhed by God at the very Firft, as a Fundamental 


Principle. 


_ C4.) Country-m, Vf this were fo, we might 
expect to find iomething of it in the Sxcceffions 
after Adam, before the Flood. Tho? what is Re- 
lated of them, is. fo very fhort, all Compriz’d 
in the fifth Chapter of Genefis, that we have uo- 
thing but their Names and Ages fec down. 
Rehearf, Itmay be Shortin other things. But 
itis Full as to the Primo-Geniture, For indeed 
it is nothing elfe but a Lift or Catalogue of the 
firft-Born, and of their firft-Born, from Alam 
to Noah. Thefe were the Patisarchs betore 
the Flood. There are none Nam’d there but 
the firft-Born. The Reft are Pafs’d over under 
the General Name of Sons and Daughters. 

The word Patriarch fignifies the Chief or 
Governonr of the Country. And is Equivalent 


- with King or Emperor. King David is call'd , 


Patriarch, A& 2, 29- So that whereas our 
Contents to the 5th of Gen. is, The Genealogy, Age 
and Death of the Patriarchs from Adamto Noah, 
It might as well have been put of the Kings 
from Adam to Noah. For the Words are Syno- 
nimous, Andif a King may be call’d a Patriarch, 
a Patriarch may be call’d a King: 

So that here we havea Plain Dedu@tion of 
Government, in the Atonarchical and no other 
Form, and the Succefien of it in the Primo-Geri- 
ture, trom Adam to Noah. Next time we will 
begin after the Flood, and fee how it went 





then. ; 


——= 





Lenden, Printed and Sold by the Bookfellers.of Londen and Wefuanfier, 1705. 


It woud Open the Eyes even i 















